KINGSVILLE'S BOB KISSNER

ONTARIO FIRE CHIEF OF THE YEAR STORY/PHOTOGRAPHY BY DICK HILDEBRAND

ingsville residents should thank their lucky

stars.....their fire department is innovadve,

forward thinking and award winning. And

even though he doesn't like to admi it, Fire

Chief Bob Kissner is mainly responsible.
Sometimes the Chief even throws away the operatng
manual and does things differently. For example, the fire
house dog is not the usual Dalmatian..... but rather a
rambuncdous three year old Jack Russell Terrier, appro-
priately named “Taz”.

Bob has been named Fire Chief of the year by the
Ontario Municipal Fire Prevendon Officers Association
and was recenty honored at a banquer in Barrie.

Chief Kissner, who was nominated by his Fire
Prevention Officer, Jeff Dean, got the news from Eric
Chant, the Petetborough Fire Preventon Officer who is
also president of the OMFPOA. Bob Kissner says he sat
in his chair "speechless... which for me is rare, because
I'm usually not art a loss for words.”

Interestingly enough, some years earlier, when Eric
Chant was a recruir, his instuctor at the Ontario Fire
College was...none other than Bob Kissner.

The award is made annually to the chief whose
department best demonstrates support of public educa-
tion about fire prevention in a municipality.

The Chief suggests a major factor in getting the award
is recognition of the overall fire prevention program,
and it's presented to the chief who is suppordve of
what's going on. In Kingsville, he proudly says: "that's
how business is conducted here.” Chief Kissner adds
that another key is how a pardcular departmentuses its
resources. For instance, "We're not going to have the
resources the City of Windsor has, but we're being rated
on our actvides based on our size.”

That has posed no problem, since Chief Kissner has
always been a progressive operator. Specifically, the
Kingsville department’s schools program was in place
years before it was mandated by the Ontario Fire
Marshall's Office.

The Chief praises the town's business community for
its help. Each year, fire safety booklets paid for by ad
sales from those businesses are handed out to every
Grade Three child in the town.

And it's hats off to the Chief's volunteer firefighters
who give up some of their vacadon time during Fire
Prevention Week to visit local schools. He says, "They're
the guys making a difference.”

The department remains active in various seniors pro-

grams and in the smoke alarm effort which has also been

Who's in charge here? Kingsville Fire Chief Bob Kissner may be
head of his department and a province wide honouree,but the
department’s mascot “Taz" gets prominent attention, too.

ordered by the Fire Marshall. Key areas are targeted and
homes are entered and inspected to determine proper
smoke alarm use.

A major feature of the Kingsville program is a Web
site. designed by Fire Prevention Officer Dean.
According to the Chief, the site is interacdve and very
user friendly. For example, he says, "If under the Fire
Code you're a building owner and are required to do a
fire safety plan, we have a template on the Web site. All
you do is fill in the blanks.”

When he talks about the siwe, Chief Kissner's face lit-
erally beams with excitement. "It’s really neat...there's
all kinds of suuff for kids and fire prevention informa-
don. Our burning bylaws are on there. Most questions
regarding this are answered here.” The site also allows
residents to request regular reminders to have smoke
alarms checked. Once you're signed up, you'll receive an
email once a month reminding you to check your
alarms. This service is available to anybody. So far, resi-
dents from as far away as St. Thomas have taken advan-
tage of it. And the site has been set up in such a way that
it's completely private and there is no spam. B
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