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“The adoption of mandatory fire prevention inspection frequencies for buildings in 
the community is progressive. Ideally, the frequency of inspections should be 
improved so that all commercial and industrial properties are inspected at least 
semi-annually in order to keep preventable losses at an acceptable level. 
Increasing the frequency of inspections may require the hiring of additional fire 
prevention personnel. In addition to conducting building inspections additional fire 
prevention personnel would also focus on keeping records up-to-date, expand 
the public education program, become heavily involved in ensuring that adequate 
fire flows are in place as the community expands, pre-fire planning, etc.” 
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Source: Kingsville Fire Department inspection data. 
 
For information purposes the following outline is provided as to what a “typical” 
inspection involves.  Depending on the occupancy, other measures may also 
need to be assessed: 
 
 

Fire Safety Inspection Procedure 
 
� Determine the property to be inspected by correct verified municipal address 

on the Town of Kingsville’s GIS website. 
� Determine the type of occupancy to be inspected as per the Ontario Building 

Code. 
� Review the current file for the building if available. 
� Review applicable sections of the Ontario Fire Code and Ontario Building 

Code if required. 
 

6. 



 

� Upon arrival, meet with the owner or owner’s representative prior to 
conducting the inspection: 

� Discuss any changes to the building since the last fire safety 
inspection. 

� Find out what types of fire safety systems the building has (e.g. 
sprinkler system, fire alarm system, fixed fire protection, etc). 

� Obtain copies of the fire safety system’s inspection/testing reports 
as required under the Ontario Fire Code. 

� Ask to see the building’s fire safety plan (if required) and determine 
if updates are required.  

� Ask to see the records of the checks, tests and inspections that are 
required under the Ontario Fire Code that pertain to the building 
being inspected. 

� Have the owner or owner’s representative attend the inspection so 
that they can be educated on any violations found as well to 
provide access to secured areas of the building. 

 
During the inspection process, Ontario Fire Code Division B Part 2 (Fire Safety) 
& Part 6 (Fire Protection Equipment) are utilized.  Other areas of the Ontario Fire 
Code may be utilized depending on the type of the building and what the building 
is being used for.  Other areas of the Ontario Fire Code that may be utilized are 
the following: 

� Division B, Part 3 – Fire Safety For Industrial and Commercial Uses 
� Division B, Part 4 – Flammable and Combustible Liquids 
� Division B, Part 5 – Hazardous Materials, Processes and Operations 
� Division B, Part 8 – Demolition 
� Division B, Part 9 – Retrofit 

 
The inspection process becomes more involved when the above noted parts of 
the Ontario Fire Code are utilized as these parts are highly technical and require 
a thorough knowledge of not only the Ontario Fire Code, but also the Ontario 
Building Code.  For the purpose of discussion, this report will reflect a general fire 
safety inspection only involving Division B, Parts 2 & 6.  The following is what an 
inspector is looking for during the inspection process: 
 
Division B, Part 2 
� 2.2.1.1. – Is the fire separation between major occupancies damaged (e.g. 

between two different stores in one building)? 
� 2.2.1.1. – Are there any damaged fire separations (eg. furnace room, storage 

room, etc)? 
� 2.2.3.1. – Are closing devices intact and operating properly? 
� 2.3.2.1. – Is flame resistance of textiles required and when was the last time it 

was treated (e.g. flame retardant applied to curtains in a school gym)? 
 
 

7. 



 

� 2.4.1.1. – Is there an accumulation of combustible materials that poses a fire 
hazard? 

� 2.4.1.5. – Are dryer lint traps being cleaned out? 
� 2.4.4.1. – Are open flames being used? 
� 2.4.4.1. – Are extension cords being used as permanent wiring; are there any 

other electrical issues? 
� 2.5.1.2. – Are fire access routes unobstructed? 
� 2.5.1.4. – Are fire access routes properly marked as per the Town of 

Kingsville Traffic By-law 21-2005. 
� 2.6.1.12. – Is commercial cooking equipment provided with exhaust and fire 

protection systems in conformance with NFPA 96 (2001 Edition). 
� 2.6.1.13. – Are commercial cooking equipment exhaust and fire protection 

systems being properly maintained in conformance with NFPA 96 (2001 
Edition). 

� 2.7.1.4. – Is the occupant load posted in a conspicuous location and is the 
occupant load correct for this building? 

� 2.7.1.7. – Are the exits properly lit and are they obstructed? 
� 2.7.1.8. – Is the fire escape being properly maintained? 
� 2.7.2.1. – Is the door release hardware functioning properly and installed in 

the proper locations? 
� 2.7.3.1. – Is the exit signage visible and illuminated? 
� 2.7.3.3. – Is the emergency lighting being tested monthly and annually?  Are 

there records to prove this? 
� 2.8.1.1. – Does this building require a fire safety plan?  Is there a fire safety 

plan on site?  Has the plan been approved by the Chief Fire Official?  Has the 
plan been reviewed in the past 12 months? 

� 2.8.3.2. – Are fire drills being conducted in accordance with the Ontario Fire 
Code?  Are there records to prove this? 

� 2.13.2.1. – Are there smoke alarms installed between each sleeping area and 
the remainder of the dwelling unit?  Are there smoke alarms installed on 
every storey that does not contain a sleeping area? 

� 2.15.1.2. – Is oxygen being stored and handled in accordance with CSA-
Z305.12? 

 
Division B, Part 6 (Fire Protection Equipment) 
 
� 6.2.1.2. – Are portable extinguishers operable and fully charged? 
� 6.2.1.3. – Are portable extinguishers obstructed, in the right place, correctly 

sized in accordance with the Ontario Fire Code? 
� 6.2.7.1. – Are portable extinguishers being maintained and tested in 

accordance with NFPA 10 (2002 Edition)?  Are there records to prove this? 
� 6.2.7.2. – Are portable extinguishers being inspected monthly?  Are there 

records to prove this? 
� 6.3.1.1. – Are fire alarm system components obstructed? 
 

8. 



 

� 6.3.2.2. – Is the fire alarm system inspected and tested in conformance with 
CAN/ULC-S536 (daily, monthly and annual)?  Are there records to prove this? 

� 6.4.1.3. – Are caps on standpipe and hose systems for fire department 
connections wrench tight? 

� 6.4.2.1. – Are hose stations being inspected monthly?  Are there records to 
prove this? 

� 6.5.1.1. – Is the sprinkler system inspected and tested in conformance with 
NFPA 25 (2002 Edition)?  Are there records to prove this? 

� 6.7.1.1. – Are emergency power systems inspected, tested and maintained in 
conformance with CSA-C282?  Are there records to prove this? 

 
When any fire protection system requires inspection, testing or maintenance, a 
report is required to be submitted to the Kingsville Fire Department for our 
review.  This process has to be in conformance with a standard as outlined in the 
Ontario Fire Code.  Each report has to be reviewed and compared to the 
standard to ensure that the system in question is in compliance with the Ontario 
Fire Code.  This process can be time consuming and more often than not, 
requires follow-up phone calls to the contractors who performed this service. 
 
The inspector takes his/her notes back to the station and completes a detailed 
fire safety inspection report which identifies all violations found.  This process 
varies from building to building, however more time is required as the building 
size increases as well as the number of fire safety systems involved. 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT VOL FT PT POP'N 
LAND 
AREA 

Amherstburg Fire Department 60 5 1 21748 185.6482 
Bracebridge Fire Department 34 2 1 15652 617.4155 
Bradford West Gwillimbury Fire  29 12 0 24039 201.0284 
Brockville Fire Department 0 33 0 21957 20.7375 
Centre Wellington Fire Department 53 2 1 26049 407.3271 
City of Thorold Fire Department 122 17 0 18224 83.0013 
Clarence-Rockland Fire Department 68 0 1 20790 296.5321 
Cobourg Corporation Town Fire Department 16 15 0 18210 22.3716 
Collingwood Fire Department 16 19 0 17290 33.4561 
East Gwillimbury 87 3 0 21069 245.0581 
Essa Township Fire Department 50 1 0 16901 279.566 
Essex Fire & Rescue Services 63 2 0 20032 277.9472 
Greater Napanee Town Fire Department 38 9 0 15400 459.706 
Huntsville Town Fire Department 60 4 0 18280 703.2257 
Kenora Fire & Emergency Services 45 13 0 15177 210.9057 
King Fire & Emergency Services 108 2 1 19487 333.0384 
Kingsville Fire Department 56 2 0 20908 246.8398 
Lincoln Fire Rescue and Emergency Services 102 3 0 21722 162.8588 
Loyalist Township Fire Department 96 3 0 15062 340.0235 
Middlesex Centre Fire Department 110 1 0 15589 588.0519 
Midland Fire Department 18 13 0 16300 29.0894 
Oro Medonte Fire & Emergency Services 150 3 0 20031 586.6499 
Owen Sound Fire & Emergency Services 0 30 0 21753 24.2199 
Port Colborne Fire and Emergency Services 53 14 0 18599 121.9683 
Port Hope Fire Department 56 2 0 16390 278.9727 
Scugog Township Fire Department 54 5 1 21439 474.6299 
Smith-Ennismore-Lakefield-Fire Department 88 2 1 17413 318.7667 
South Frontenac Fire & Rescue 139 1 0 18227 941.2848 
Springwater Fire & Emergency Services 90 3 0 17456 536.3023 
Strathroy/Caradoc Fire Department 64 1 0 19977 274.1851 
Tecumseh Fire Rescue Services 36 3 0 24224 94.7097 
Uxbridge Township Fire Department 37 2 0 19169 420.653 
Wasaga Beach Town Fire Department 20 15 0 15029 58.4281 
Whitchurch-Stouffville Fire Department 40 18 0 24390 206.7391 
Wilmot Township Fire Department 75 1 1 17097 263.7324 
Woolwich Township Fire Department 131 1 1 19658 325.9984 
      
AVERAGE 61.1 7 0.24 18,668 288 
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